
1 
 

 

WIRSPA Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) Digest 

      ESG Highlights at a Glance 

➢ Strong regional action on responsible drinking (national campaigns, age-gating, RDMs). 
➢ Major community investments: scholarships, disaster relief, youth development. 

➢ Significant progress in sustainable production, renewable energy, water circularity, recycling and 
biodiversity protection. 

     Responsible Drinking & Health 
Angostura Limited (Trinidad and Tobago) 

❖ Continued seasonal #PartyLikeThereIsATomorrow responsible consumption campaign; 
launched 2024–25 Christmas and Carnival moderation social media messaging. 

❖ Rolled out new warning labels messaging (pregnancy, driving, calories and age). 

Casa Brugal (Dominican Republic) 
❖ Promotion of a comprehensive suite of programs for responsible drinking including training 

employees on a marketing code, ensuring their brand communications carry responsibility 
advice, and supporting external organisations focused on alcohol-related harm reduction. 

❖ Employee Assistance Program (EAP) with free, confidential emotional-wellbeing support to 
manage stress and strengthen relationships. 

Demerara Distillers Ltd. (Guyana) 
❖ Maintained strict responsible advertising standards: age affirmation, >70% adult audience and  

mandatory RDMs;  
❖ No depictions of drinking and driving; ID checks at all sponsored events. 

Grenada Distillers Ltd. (Grenada) 
❖ Expanded 2025 responsible drinking messaging focusing on pregnancy, underage consumption 

and road safety. 
❖ Partnered with HAYLUP taxi service for safer event transport. 

J. Wray & Nephew Ltd. (Jamaica) 
❖ Continued its national “Party Proppa” responsible drinking campaign featuring the promotion’s 

anthem, animated PSAs and widescale event integration at major festivals (Reggae Sunfest, 
Dream Weekend), with emphasis on moderation, water breaks, designated drivers and 
pregnancy warnings. 

Mount Gay Distilleries Ltd. (Barbados) 
❖ Reinforced responsible-consumption messaging through age-verification systems and 

targeted social media RDMs. 

❖ Responsible drinking activations during major festivals (Crop Over). 

Ron Barceló (Dominican Republic) 
❖ Strong responsible drinking programme including age gating, RDMs and mandatory warnings to 

ensure no minors or unsafe behaviour reach its social media platforms. 
❖ Workplace health focus with mental-health and breast-cancer awareness discussions across 

the organisation. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1JvFx4W7nv/
https://casabrugal.com/aportando-mas/
https://casabrugal.com/aportando-mas/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/casa-brugal_casabrugal-aportandomaers-activity-7394795983760490496-cMCJ?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAAuu_6UB1k2mvzVWZVWcokF9EfgFsE-gzBA
https://www.instagram.com/p/CgUTmeqM7MQ/
https://haylup.com/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/CviC7kBO5pr/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C_EhDpmu9oU/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/p/DQWt5iqAE8u/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ronbarcelo_ronbarcelo-rondominicano-ronbarcelaej-activity-7382127747487182848-FC7y?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAAuu_6UB1k2mvzVWZVWcokF9EfgFsE-gzBA
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ronbarcelo_ronbarcelaej-ronbarcelaej-activity-7391091397187239936-aUwX?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAAuu_6UB1k2mvzVWZVWcokF9EfgFsE-gzBA
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     Responsible Drinking & Health (cont’d) 
St. Lucia Distillers Ltd. (Saint Lucia) 

❖ Launched national “Respect the Limit” campaign with TV and radio PSAs, influencer content, 
billboards and digital activations. 

STIVASUR (Suriname) 
❖ STIVASUR expanded its E-VAS “Serving Responsibly” training programme and signed an MoU 

with SHATA to strengthen responsible alcohol training in the hospitality sector. 
❖ Continued national campaigns on Alcohol & Traffic Safety, BOSS designated driver messaging, 

underage prevention and Alcohol and Pregnancy. 
❖ Supported the “Buy Legal” campaign, encouraging consumers to buy legally produced and 

reduce health risks from illicit products. 

             Community Actions & Support 

Angostura Limited (Trinidad and Tobago) 
❖ Expanded its “Link to Learn” youth programme in Laventille/Morvant and continued the SEA 

Champs programme through the Angostura Foundation. 
❖ Launched its 2025 Performing Arts Scholarship. 

Société du Rhum Barbancourt (Haiti) 
❖ Fondation Barbancourt five-year partnership with Haitian Education and Leadership Program 

(HELP), to fund full five-year university scholarships 
❖ Creation of the Thierry Gardère Admissions and Recruitment office at the Haitian Education 

and Leadership Program (HELP. 
❖ Continued to support nearby communities with water supply, health, education, youth 

programs and cultural promotion.  

Casa Brugal (Dominican Republic) 
❖ With its 2025 Award for Academic Excellence, Fundación Brugal recognised and rewarded 

students for their academic excellence. 
❖ The Brugal Cree en su Gente awards honoured seven NGOs. 
❖ Supported an extension of the Institute of Technology of Las Americas for 1,700 young people 

in Puerto Plata. 

Demerara Distillers Ltd. (Guyana) 
❖ The DDL Foundation Scholarship Programme continued its programs in 2025.  DDL also 

supported youth sports development and sporting facilities. 
❖ Following the passage of Hurricane Melissa, shipped containers of Diamond Mineral water and 

TOPCO juices to Jamaica, supported by National Rums of Jamaica (NRJ). 

Hampden Estate (Jamaica) 
❖ Launched the Trelawny Hurricane Relief Fund for housing, school and church reconstruction 

following the passage of Hurricane Melissa. 

J. Wray & Nephew Ltd. (Jamaica) 
❖ Mobilised over 100 volunteers immediately following the passage of Hurricane Melissa 

(October 2025), and by early November had distributed 3,000+ care packages, pledging J$250 
million (over USD$1.35m) to long-term recovery. 

❖ Completed eleven targeted interventions under the JWN Foundation’s three main pillars of 
education and infrastructural development, social inclusion and cultural expression, for a total 
value of J$36m. 

❖ Disbursed J$24m in student support through the JWN Foundation (JWNF). 

 

https://eldrisecharles.wordpress.com/2025/06/05/bounty-rum-pours-the-spirit-into-carnival-2025/
https://www.facebook.com/STIVASUR
https://www.instagram.com/p/DNtnwIG0scC/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=NTc4MTIwNjQ2YQ==
https://www.instagram.com/p/DNtnwIG0scC/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=NTc4MTIwNjQ2YQ==
https://www.stivasur.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/KOOP-LEGAAL-STEUN-SURINAME-1200x1200-1-scaled.png
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1AHpjVm1ms/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1AHpjVm1ms/
https://www.instagram.com/fondationbarbancourt?utm_source=ig_web_button_share_sheet&igsh=ZDNlZDc0MzIxNw==
https://www.instagram.com/p/DPw6EtXEQS4/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/p/DK9veyiMvdN/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/fundacionbrugal
https://www.instagram.com/reel/CzXVtrzraWL/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=NTc4MTIwNjQ2YQ==
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1Hu5kZFsYN/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1JN5s6CJhp/
https://newsroom.gy/2025/11/15/ddl-donates-to-jamaica-hurricane-relief-efforts/
https://www.facebook.com/share/r/1D7XThT2kX/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DQ9xHE1jz1j/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/p/DQ9xHE1jz1j/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/p/DQ9xHE1jz1j/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
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             Community Actions & Support (cont’d) 

Mount Gay Distilleries Ltd. (Barbados) 
❖ Signed a MOU with the Samuel Jackman Prescod Institute to provide internship opportunities 

and scholarships to students for excellence in Agricultural Studies. 
❖ Continued its partnership with the Substance Abuse Foundation via sponsorship and 

assistance with fundraising for charity. 

Ron Barceló /Alcoholes Finos Dominicanos (Dominican Republic) 
❖ Under its global campaign, “Crafting Time for a Sustainable Planet”, the AFD-Barcelo 

Foundation continued community meetings, social co-creation workshops, training and needs 
analysis, allowing them to strengthen ties to generate results with greater impact, reaching 
6,838 beneficiaries through these actions. 

❖ Recognised by the Dominican American Chamber of Commerce FL (DACC-FL), for its work in 
strengthening and supporting entrepreneurship and the Dominican community in the U.S. 

St. Lucia Distillers (Saint Lucia) 
❖ Continued fundraising initiatives to support underserved and vulnerable families and 

individuals facing medical challenges. 
❖ Awarded scholarships to 15 students from nearby communities for secondary and tertiary 

education, through their educational assistance program. 

  Sustainability in Production, Packaging & Supply Chains  
Angostura Limited (Trinidad and Tobago) 

❖ Introduced reduced-weight bottles and responsibly sourced labels. 

Casa Brugal (Dominican Republic) 
❖ Progressed work on water replenishment and glass recycling; introduced new and more 

effective ageing infrastructure with the opening of its state of the art Andrés Brugal Aging 
Complex, the largest ageing investment in its history. 

❖ First company in the Dominican Republic to obtain Bonsucro certification. 
❖ Continued mangrove restoration and coastal clean-ups. 

Copalli Rum (Belize) 
❖ Advanced its 2025 sustainability commitments achieving a 75% reduction in distillation water 

intensity. 
❖ Uses 100% recycled-glass bottles eliminating impacts from virgin-material extraction. 
❖ Reinforced its low-carbon operating model by avoiding unnecessary secondary packaging 

(inserts and gift boxes). 

Demerara Distillers Ltd. (Guyana) 
❖ Construction of new barrel warehouse designed to accommodate 30,000 additional barrels, 

and featuring monitoring and management systems; total storage capacity of 130,000 barrels. 

J. Wray & Nephew Ltd. (Jamaica) 
❖ Commissioned 0.7 MW solar installation and two 1.5 MW LNG Combined Heat-power 

Generators (CHPs), reducing fuel use and emissions. 
❖ Commissioning of major dunder treatment plant for improving waste treatment. 
❖ Upgraded RO system at ageing and bottling facility, increasing water recovery (45% → 60%). 

Mount Gay Distilleries Ltd. (Barbados) 
❖ Opened fifth ageing bond with improved energy management and cask management systems, 

boosting storage by almost 50%. 
❖ Increased bottle recycling rates and established bee-friendly gardens and apiaries to enhance 

the biodiversity within their ecosystem and to protect local bee populations. 

https://www.cbc.bb/news/local-news/mou-described-as-investment-in-local-education/
https://www.verdunmarina.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ronbarcelo_ronbarcelo-hechosdetiempo-rondominicano-activity-7275156129553211393-rpKU?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAA3jOLUBaMmyxHszbAUlFGDaRzMfKFVf-B8
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ronbarcelo_ronbarcelo-rondominicano-ronbarcelo-activity-7327719121108803585-6F1p?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAA3jOLUBaMmyxHszbAUlFGDaRzMfKFVf-B8
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1ABgd9ThvT/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/17RCMrs2Hq/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/casa-brugal_casabrugal-bonsucro-aportandomaers-activity-7307890330714914817-KWiZ?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAAuu_6UB1k2mvzVWZVWcokF9EfgFsE-gzBA
https://www.copallirum.com/carbon-impact/
https://guyanachronicle.com/2025/02/14/ddl-expands-ageing-capacity-with-new-barrel-warehouse/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1STT5eEqR3/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DRe4eFBgLKK/?img_index=1
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/14LJUrp36og/
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  Sustainability in Production, Packaging & Supply Chains (cont’d) 
Mount Gay Distilleries Ltd. (Barbados) cont’d 

❖ Introduced new packaging for Ponche Kuba  with bottle weight reduction resulting in a 
significant 24.4% decrease in CO₂ emissions per case. 

❖ The brand’s eco-designed packaging demonstrates its commitment to sustainability with new 
releases Single Estate Series 3 incorporating 20–30% recycled glass, and Single Estate Series 4 
containing 70%. Ink usage has been minimised on labels, and QR codes have been added to 
direct consumers to a dedicated webpage providing detailed, transparent product information. 

Ron Barceló (Dominican Republic) 
❖ Home to the first Dominican organic rum Ron Barceló maintained its high renewable-energy 

production footprint and sustainable agriculture.   
❖ As a B Corp company, it remains committed to the environment and efficiently managing its 

resources. Since 2014, Ron Barceló has measured and reduced their carbon footprint, 
❖ Under their “Made of Time to Give the Planet More Time” campaign, Ron Barceló demonstrates 

commitment to the environment, communities and the legacy it wants to leave through its 
RB360 platform. Friends, family and collaborators are also involved and serve their 
communities through beach cleanup days and other initiatives. 

❖ Also through their RB360 platform, photovoltaic panels generate more than 70% of the 
electricity in the distillery and aging facility. 

Societe du Rhum Barbancourt (Haiti) 
❖ Rhum Barbancourt strengthened its environmental and social management systems through 

new safety and environmental procedures, key monitoring measures, a solar project, and 
improved waste revalorization. 

St. Lucia Distillers (Saint Lucia) 
❖ Opened new ageing warehouse for improved efficiency and cask management. 

Travellers Liquors Ltd. (Belize) 
❖ Launched Belizean Blue Rum Silver in a 94% recycled carton bottle, cutting emissions by 84% 

compared to other bottles. 

          Governance, Recognition & Quality 
Angostura Limited (Trinidad and Tobago) 

❖ Achieved multiple governance and performance awards, including the Excellence in Corporate 
Governance award (Energy Chamber, March 2025); TTMA’s Manufacturer of the Year; Innovator 
of the Year, and Most Successful Market Entrant award. 

Casa Brugal (Dominican Republic) 
❖ Recognised by Merco CentroAmerica as one of the Dominican Republic’s top-ten companies 

for best reputation. 
❖ Listed among the Most Admired Companies in the Northern Region by Revista Mercado. 

Copalli Rum (Belize) 
❖ Named Sustainable Spirits Producer of the Year for delivering rums verified as climate-positive. 
❖ Received multiple international ESG awards, including Water Preservation Achievement of the 

Year and Greenhouse Gas Reduction Achievement of the Year, for being carbon-negative and 
demonstrating sequestration through regeneratively grown sugarcane. 

Demerara Distillers Ltd. (Guyana) 
❖ Launched World Trade Centre Georgetown, a venture spearheaded by the Demerara Distillers 

Limited (DDL) Group of Companies, to support Guyanese businesses with an interest in 
competing in international markets and to educate entrepreneurs on the complexities of 
international trade. 

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ronbarcelo_ronbarcelo-dominicanrum-ronbarcelo-activity-7294751968646815745-Ag0s?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAAuu_6UB1k2mvzVWZVWcokF9EfgFsE-gzBA
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ronbarcelo_ronbarcelo-rondominicano-hechosdetiempo-activity-7386554342524485632-3zRI?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAAuu_6UB1k2mvzVWZVWcokF9EfgFsE-gzBA
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ronbarcelo_ronbarcelo-rondominicano-hechosdetiempo-activity-7386554342524485632-3zRI?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAAuu_6UB1k2mvzVWZVWcokF9EfgFsE-gzBA
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ronbarcelo_ronbarcelaej-sostenibilidad-bcorp-activity-7378878790149763072-B8K1?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAA3jOLUBaMmyxHszbAUlFGDaRzMfKFVf-B8
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ronbarcelo_ronbarcelo-dominicanrum-ronbarcelo-activity-7307384830755782656-1GQx?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAA3jOLUBaMmyxHszbAUlFGDaRzMfKFVf-B8
https://barbancourt.com/en/news/idb-invest-partners-with-barbancourt-to-boost-sustainable-rum-production/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/19pQwCjskq/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1HKnGXGFrS/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1HFAXYLq3E/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1NGcYC2Kft/
https://drinks-intel.com/cross-category/global-drinks-intel-esg-awards-2025-esg-spirits-producer-of-the-year-copalli-rum/
https://drinks-intel.com/news/global-drinks-intel-announces-winners-of-esg-awards-2025/
https://drinks-intel.com/cross-category/global-drinks-intel-esg-awards-2025-water-preservation-achievement-of-the-year-copalli-rum/
https://drinks-intel.com/cross-category/global-drinks-intel-esg-awards-2025-water-preservation-achievement-of-the-year-copalli-rum/
https://drinks-intel.com/cross-category/global-drinks-intel-esg-awards-2025-greenhouse-gas-reduction-achievement-of-the-year-copalli-rum/
https://www.stabroeknews.com/2025/10/24/business/world-trade-centre-georgetown-poised-to-take-local-businesses-to-the-next-level-samaroo/
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          Governance, Recognition & Quality (cont’d) 
J. Wray & Nephew Ltd. (Jamaica) 

❖ The J. Wray & Nephew team received several awards in 2025, with the Ministry of Labour’s 
Award for 100+ years of contribution to Labour Relations, the Jamaica Chamber of Commerce 
Bicentennial Award celebrating 200 years of operations and commitment to Jamaica’s growth, 
the National Certification Body of Jamaica (NCBJ) Quality & Standards Award and the VM/JMEA 
Legacy Award. 

❖ JWN’s Master Blender, Dr. Joy Spence received the prestigious JMEA Icon Award 2025 in 
celebration of years of excellence and innovation.  

Ron Barceló (Dominican Republic) 
❖ Achieved its B-Corp certification - a tangible recognition of a concrete commitment to a more 

sustainable and transparent business model.  
❖ Factor de Exito magazine recognised Ron Barcelo as one of the brands and companies that 

stand out among the 25 reasons to believe in Dominican industry. 
❖ Celebrated a milestone in commitment to sustainability and responsible production by 

receiving the BONSUCRO certification, which validates their ability to implement, monitor, and 
trace sustainable processes in compliance with the highest international standards. 

St. Lucia Distillers Ltd. (Saint Lucia) 
❖ Secured Geographical Indication (GI) status locally and in the EU, as a commitment to 

preserving Saint Lucia’s rich heritage. 

Stade’s West Indies Rum Distillery (Barbados) 
❖ Received the BCCI Bicentennial Foreign Exchange Impact Award for its significant contribution 

to Barbados' export economy and global brand presence. 

Travellers Liquors Ltd. (Belize) 
❖ Earned SQF certification, strengthening supply-chain governance. 

      Engagement: should you have ESG updates, initiatives or stories you’d like featured in the next 
digest, please send us the details. 

Copyright ©2025 WIRSPA Inc., All rights reserved. 

You are received this email because you have contact with WIRSPA, or you subscribed to our mailing list.  

Our Mailing Address: 
West Indies Rum and Spirits Producers’ Association Inc. (WIRSPA) 

Mars House, #13 Pine Road, Belleville, St. Michael BB11113, Barbados 
 

Add WIRSPA To Your Address Book: 
Keep our emails out of the spam folder by adding us to contacts. 

       Download Our Contact Card (vCard) 
 

https://www.instagram.com/p/DK2Rcg0Rdus/
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1206134868217064&set=pb.100064616862086.-2207520000&type=3
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/chiara-pennacchio-648a04_ronbarcelaej-bcorp-impatto-activity-7323428822677176320-xw6l?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAAuu_6UB1k2mvzVWZVWcokF9EfgFsE-gzBA
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/viniciosubero_ronbarcelaej-orgullodominicano-creerenlonuestro-activity-7338580784003301379-r3Qv?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAA3jOLUBaMmyxHszbAUlFGDaRzMfKFVf-B8
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ronbarcelo_ronbarcelo-rondominicano-ronbarcelo-activity-7353131368781889537-Xs8y?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAA3jOLUBaMmyxHszbAUlFGDaRzMfKFVf-B8
https://www.thespiritsbusiness.com/2025/01/saint-lucia-distillers-gains-gi-for-rum/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1DZbYquycZ/
https://caribbeanlifestyle.com/your-favorite-belizean-rum-maker-is-now-sqf-certified/?fbclid=IwY2xjawOJU5RleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFrUFdqNXNEdWhDcWtIWFFNc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHumeBoHIOQr6JDd2sQhNDabiga_4-KZSFojJFnZj-3LvK_Er7cmekkguiMJB_aem_TAac-FeWeN6k2_-1rQg6bQ
https://caribbeanlifestyle.com/your-favorite-belizean-rum-maker-is-now-sqf-certified/?fbclid=IwY2xjawOJU5RleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFrUFdqNXNEdWhDcWtIWFFNc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHumeBoHIOQr6JDd2sQhNDabiga_4-KZSFojJFnZj-3LvK_Er7cmekkguiMJB_aem_TAac-FeWeN6k2_-1rQg6bQ
https://www.wirspa.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/WIRSPA_Contact.vcf

